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Kirby Corporationy p
 Currently on Oracle 11.5.10+

T I t Two Instances
 Financials(Accounts Receivable, Accounts Payable, General 

Ledger, Cash Management, Fixed Assets), Purchasing, g , g , ), g,
Inventory, Order Management  and Advanced Pricing

 Financials , Purchasing, and Discrete Manufacturing 
(I t O d M t Ad d P i i Bill f(Inventory, Order Management, Advanced Pricing, Bill of 
Materials, Cost Management, WIP, Quality, Configurator), 
and Mobil Supply Chain
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Kirby - Needsy
 3rd party check printing solution
 Old technology Old technology
 Pre-printed paper
 Printer issues – becoming unsupportedg pp
 Different locations get different check styles

 Update existing AR Invoice printing solution
 Pre-printed paper
 Every change in format required a change to the Oracle 

ReportReport.
 Solution – Oracle BI Publisher
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Oracle BI Publisher 
 Oracle BI Publisher is an enterprise reporting solution to 

author manage and deliver all types of highly formattedauthor, manage, and deliver all types of highly formatted 
documents eliminating the need for costly point solutions 

 Developed to solve Oracle Apps reporting problems  p pp p g p
 Released with Oracle E-Business Suite 11.5.10 in 2003
 BI Publisher can query or accept data from practically any q y p p y y

data source and produce custom data to…multiple 
destinations like printers, e-mail, fax, WebDav, or ftp

 It is the current and future reporting standard for all Oracle 
publishing needs.
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What can BI Publisher do for youy
 Experienced end users are able to insert data fields into 

Word documents without any help from ITWord documents without any help from IT 
 Changes to the format can be performed in MS Word –

requiring no additional training. Examples include: q g g p
 replacing the company logo
 altering column width
 changes to fonts or boilerplate text

 The template builder add-in allows end users to mark up 
word documents easily with charts data tables andword documents easily with charts, data tables and 
calculations. 
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Simplified Self-Service Reporting

BenefitsBenefitsReporting EvolutionReporting Evolution

 Put reporting in the hands 
of the business user

 Create report formats

 Replaces most standard 
reports with data extracts 
and templates  Create report formats 

using desktop tools 
(Adobe Acrobat, MS Word, 
MS Excel, and XSL 

and templates
 Merges custom templates 

and data extracts at run-time
Deli ers o tp t in PDF ,

Editors)
 Publish in any format, to 

the web and electronically

 Delivers output in PDF, 
HTML, RTF, Excel (HTML), 
or text for use with EFT and 
EDI transmissions

 Drive reporting 
consistency with one 
source of data

EDI transmissions
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Old School Reporting

Data logic Layout

Report fileReport file
Translation

 High development costg de e op e t cost
 Low flexibility
 High customization cost
 Difficult upgrade
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XML Publisher Reporting Paradigm

Separate data / layout / translation

Data Logic

Layout

Report
outputTranslation

XML Publisher

 More flexibility
 Reduced maintenance
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From Data to Destination

Data SourceData SourceData SourceData Source Layout ToolsLayout ToolsLayout ToolsLayout Tools OutputOutputOutputOutput DestinationsDestinationsDestinationsDestinations

EmailOracle, 
SQL Server

PDF

RTF

Printer

PeopleSoft,
SAP, Siebel XML P bli h

RTF

Excel

HTML

Templates

Fax

Repository

SAP, Siebel

Java, C++,

XML Publisher

XSL

Excel

XML

Templates EDI

EFT

Repository

e-Commerce

Pearl, etc
•Word
•Excel
•Acrobat

•XML Spy
•Scriptura
•Others
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Extract Once – Publish Multiple Times
Payment Data

Banking

EFT

Controller

EFT

Excel Controller

CEO

HTML
XML Publisher

CEO

XML

PDF

B2B

XML

Government

Different Templates for 
different output formats

XSL

B2Bdifferent output formats
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XML Publisher Technology

Industry Standard Templates

 Using desktop applications 
 Adobe Acrobat
 MS Word
 MS Excel

XSL Edit XSL Editors
 Template Builder Add ins
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One solution for ALL Print needs
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BI Publisher - Componentsp
 XML Publisher Administrator - Responsibility and User 

InterfaceInterface
 Manage Templates and Data Definitions

 XML Report Publisher Concurrent RequestXML Report Publisher Concurrent Request
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BI Publisher Componentsp
 Oracle BI Publisher Desktop Application
 Template Builder Microsoft Word Add In Template Builder – Microsoft Word Add In
 Template Viewer – quick and easy viewing of designs
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Kirby Inland Marine – Checksy
 Current State
 3rd Party Solution 3rd Party Solution
 Different pre-printed checks for various locations
 Solution support was running outpp g
 High Risk with old solution and printing hardware

 Future State
 Integrated Oracle Solution
 Less need for pre-printed checks

Si l f t f i d ti ti Single format for various destinations
 Easily maintained
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Download Oracle Desktop BI Publisher from Oracle
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Add the XML Publisher Administrator responsibility to 

the appropriate usersthe appropriate users
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Assign the XML Report Publisher to the appropriate 

request grouprequest group
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Update the Format Payments Program to have an output 

of XMLof XML
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Update the Format Payments Program to have an output 

of XMLof XML

23



BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Save a copy of the XML Output after running the payment 

program for use in designing your templateprogram for use in designing your template.
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Begin Designing Your Template
 Open Microsoft Word Open Microsoft Word
 Create Layout
 Add data fields and XML simplified tagsp g
 Save as RTF
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Begin Designing Your Template
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Flexibility is the key!

Y i t fi ld t bl d ith th t l t You can insert fields, tables, and groups with the template 
builder
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 You can also use the basic RTF method or you can use the 

Form Field method to add XSL/XSL FO tags for theForm Field method to add XSL/XSL-FO tags for the 
fields and commands you would like to use.

 When using the RTF method you are using simplified g y g p
syntax.
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 It is recommended that you utilize tables to aide in your 

layout formatslayout formats.
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 You can also use the template builder to preview the check 

output prior to loading the template into Oracleoutput prior to loading the template into Oracle
 Load the data from your XML sample, then preview in 

PDF
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 When you have completed your template, it is time to add 

the data definition for the report to XML Publisherthe data definition for the report to XML Publisher 
Administrator

 This step provides the BI Publisher with the name of the p p
report that it will be using for data
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Next Step is to register your newly created Template
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BI Publisher Check Creation Stepsp
 Run through your payables process and create the check
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BI Publisher Check Creation - Keysy
 Load your own font for the MICR

Utili MICR t Utilize a MICR gauge to measure
 Get the requirements from your bank before beginning
 Plan on multiple test cycles with your bank and making Plan on multiple test cycles with your bank and making 

tweaks to the check spacing.
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Kirby - othery
 Kirby also created AR Invoices with BI Publisher.

Th b i ll th The process was basically the same
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Kirby - othery
 Bursting to communicate the AR invoice via e-mail

Th B ti E i t d t t d lit it The Bursting Engine accepts a data stream and splits it 
based on multiple criteria to be delivered via a specific 
channel.

 E-mail and Printers are two ways that can be dynamically 
delivered via the bursting engine.

 A bursting file is added to the data definition.
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Kirby - Othery
 Bursting File Example
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BI Publisher Benefits
End UsersEnd Users

 Easy to use
Business AnalystsBusiness Analysts

 Uses familiar tools to Easy to use
 Consistent user interface
 Reports in multiple formats

M l i l d li h l

 Uses familiar tools to 
prototype reports

 Allows focus on business 
 Multiple delivery channels requirements

 Increases productivity

Reporting SpecialistReporting Specialist
 Report matches prototype 

DeveloperDeveloper
 Focus on data provisioning

 Reduces maintenance
 Faster results

 More time for strategic, 
value-add initiatives
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Questions?Questions?

Thank youThank you
Gary Marines
Consultant
O2Works LLC
O l A li ti C lti

Jeana Sublett
Director of Business 
Applications

Oracle Applications Consulting 
Dallas-Chicago-Denver
Main: 972.466.2260
Web: www o2works com

Kirby Corporation
55 Waugh Drive, Suite 1000
Houston, TX 77007
Main: 713 435 1000 Web: www.o2works.comMain: 713.435.1000
jeana.sublett@kirbycorp.com
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